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To his Hicune $$ the Lory 
\_ oe WROT EG T--O 04 
MY LORD! _ | 


PD 


Am vot able to divine what ſug geitions or thoughts 
# of heart theſe Queries may 7 in your, H1ghneſs, 
O which makes me for the preſent weile my face, an 


Owery, but an innocent ard righteous deſign to promote the ruine and 
extirpation ( by this conceived remedy ) of thoſe impure and unnatu- 
rall abemin«tions ſo frequently prattis'd in your Famons City of Lone 
dongard elſe where throng bout the Nation.Whereof ns probable cauſe, 
or ground can be aſſigned more proper, then a deniall of this ſug geſted 
mears to prevent bi What # it my Lord, but this rigid reffraint 
and limitation that makes it matter of ſcorn and reproach to young 
gallams to marry, and come under the boly Ordmance of God : that 
Fements theſe dewefich differences andcontemims fo frequently ty 
mented among ſt usthat makss almoſt every aſſize record the mardsr 
| of many innocent children. Does not the blood of many thouſand mfants 
ery againſt the ripour of thoſe laws ? not permittin thetr Fathers to 
efpouſe their Mother s,and legitimate them unto the world. Is it cre- 
dible, my Lord, that the note of inſamy ſhould ontly reſt upon Chriften - 
donie? T he who!e Turkiſh Empira,if my.entelligence and reading fail 


me not, where this means is uſed, doth not recount the death of fo many. 


innocents inhumanly deftrozeq by the cruell hands of their awnp.rent« 
Haud doth oþ ; 


as Eng 


OE Mag 


fit down in exp.ftation. 1 call Heaven and Earth to 
y witneſs, no carnall end, or fleſhly reſpe& excites ms: to 
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ed Chur. hes have been ſo unhappr, as not to take the Alarmfrom him. 

_ . My Lord, I kagw .cuſtome is not the miſtris of your abtions ;.you ' 
have learn't to flaud ſor Religion, equity, and reaſon, againſt monlily 

| Laws, and ratten Records 'y and groen ample demonſtration that your 
Lordſhip is not of the number of thoſe ſlaviſh and ignovle ſpirited men, 
more ready to ſtoop down to every worm-eaten cuſtame thento the pre = © 
cept of reaſon any rule of righteouſneſs. FRED: 3 

My Lord, the eyes of « conſiderable part of Chriſtendome are upon 
- you : ſomethir g verily 1s' expelted from youthat ſhall anſwer ( not 10 

difparage your own virtue) the miracle of your riſe and exaltation : #9 

lefſe 'then the ruine of. Tk, or Pope, or ſomething of that grand cons. 

cerxment can give [atisfaftion. Reaſon and religion perſwades me it is 
but inclining tothe queriſt and inveſt tn g men (ſo far as your authority 
extends with that right the law of nature and grace hath given them, . 
ard you ſhal need no other Ram to batter the walls of Rome and Con-- 
fantinople, and make the territories of the Reformed religion equally 
extenſrue with them both. Dy A ORs | | | 
It's well known, my Lord, nothing hath ſtretched the Turkiſh Em- 
prre to that breadth that now it 1s, ſo :#ch as Polygamy;and if we have 
but an hiſtorical faith, your Lordſhip cannot be ignorant, that g conſi-- 
derable Connry-upon this ſcore alone apoſt at axt © fog chriſtiqn faith, 
G and fell away-to the Mahometan, preferring theBberty of the Alcho«. + 
ran before the now pratiiſed reftraint of the Goſpett ; though the large- 
dominions of Preſter John do ſtill retain them both. 

T (hall not give your Lordſhip any further divertiſement, but humbly . 
recommend the enſuing, Queries to the grave > polo of your moſt - 
High perſon, and the gracious preſence of God be with you, and the-- 
wiſdom of Heaven dirett you, is the unfeignedprayer- 2% 


Of 


My LokD! So 


"Your Highme 7,though unknown, 
. yer molt humble ſervant, . 
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EDI S Temperance is accounted amongſt the Hea- 
AY 772 thens a Cardinal virtue, to in ſacred writa 
Af grace of the Spirit? a temperate man is one - 

NET | well compoſed in body and mind ; one that 
FNNEN 18 not exorbitant in his deſires, buc in whom - [3 
©) all things move as in their proper Sphere. He | [2 
2, j 18 a8 ariver running within its banks; he is 1% 
| -— tbelively-image of his Creator, and in all : [ 

his demands is as innocent as his mother the Earth, when ſhee 
craves the ſhowers to make her fruicfull ; the abſtenious lives of + 
the Patriarches, Abraham, Iſaac, and:Facob, are lively patterns - 

of this virtue; who ſpent not their days upon Earth, likethe- 
men of this generation, in riot. and.exceſs , glugttony and drun- - 

kenneſs ; but by their ſobriety and abſtinence commended the- 
 -. holineſs of their lives, to the imitation of ſucceeding ages. What + 

greater monſters in the world then thoſe whom intemperance 
_ hath made; they areas a people not of /bumane' race: or kind, + 
a&ing in the purſuit of their Ry appetites beyond the Ponds | 
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ous virtue, are paſſed over in-obſerved; and by their iptenpe- k 
V8 A 


other means befides it. 

Whether ir is not more then probable, that'the Popiſh Clergy 
and the Church-men in all ages, have not been the onely obftras 
ers of Poligamy; becauſe the Holy Ghoft hath thought meer 
to appoint their allowance(in conjun&ioa with their own ſevere 
policy ) to be but one, that they might the better incend the bu- 

ineſs of the Church:how for thoſe that are and have been law- 
givers to Kings and Princes, and to all ſorts of menin Fccleſia« 
ticks, as marriage on have madea part ; for them. ] ſay to have 
but one;nay none at all according to their own unrighteous po- 
Jiticks, and co fee others round abaur. them permitted co have as 
"many as they pleafe, this they could not bear, and thefore intro- 
ducediit asa common Law for all men.to have bat one. Rs 
Whether that Scripture x 79.3.2, [. That a Biſhop be the huſs 
band of one wife Jdoth not ſtrongly imply, thac other men that 
are at hberty from Minifteriall ingagements may have more, if 


_ they themſelves ſee cauſe. f4 ” TY ND ag” 
' " Whether.Pas!'s judgmentin the cafe be binding to all ages 
. and ſorts of menin that principal place [ Let everyman bave his 
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_ cy of thing 


Feng and {o it would be in all perſecuting 
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Whether Pa#P's advice in the Me cnrlages place, did not 
ſolely eres p, e preſent fate of Chriſts Church, the exigen= 


be.” The ble 
Rs TALE vhood they wereas Partridges upon the moun- 


on hunted by their bloody perſecutors : and therefore for 


ans to haye as ſmall a recinue as could be was their wiſe- 
times - but when 
God ſhall pede ive them peace round abour,and to permit 


_ them to fitunder gr own Vines, andent their own frait, that 


they ſhould then continue in that firait condition, or deny. 
eh of that Jawfull liberty made uſe of by others their 


Wh Nhechr Pin the New Teftament, when he ſpeaks of a 
his wife in- che fingular number, means any more 
than oa the Tenth Commandment, Thow ſhalt not covet thy 


man-ſhould-not deſire another mang, but have more ofhis 


have more houſes andoxen- then one, they being both in the 
lar number as well as the wiſe. . 


ol, dby-either Propher 
finsand: 


no whe morons or r, Apoitle, or 
Fer among all 
ration 


amy isnot io 


chas whiſp 


their fin and wickedneſs.)} it a ln, and yet not cenſure 


it in the leafs, being fo ea 
anfaichful-in. CE ns 
WA ors S y carry with it anyr ancy tothe vieer,.. 
Taves, and priy edges of nature, which God never gave £0. any 
lealt tmperativeor permilſwediipenſaticnzo infringe; butin 
| candunparalel'd ai Wherher, ic. be pied 


wietnha onely ſpoken pertullfon, ard not by 
| ao) dog intend pe a 5 on 


eceflors i In godlinefſe, if they themſelves ſee cauſe in the 


_ neighbours wife, Ec. that is to. maintain propriety onely, that a - 


own ifhe pleaſed; otherwiſe it. might be interpreted a fin to - 


hecher that muftnorneeds be Jawſull and imitable for uss-- 
wich Was he yg the Patriarches and Prophets of old, and 


yocations of the . Jewiſh 
» FOIgSAmy ered ; now to think - 
Tre Lord Ch { who was rbfally in i? things, and did not - 
(uretaras nationaboveall others ,whom hecame to. reclaim from 


and epicemieal, lsvo make ym 
Fhis office. . 
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vg Hog cher to think of marriage as lictle as may | 
lelmowing chat in their preſenc poſture- 
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| bable there ſfiould be any, ſuperaddedlaw_ in grace Sgaiuiſt that 


received by men;' the” Querie is grounded woo that ſaying of 
. God by Nathan to David,2 Sam. 12.8.[a1dF gavethee thy maſt ers” 


God, to take that Crown of glory from their heads. which God 
hath'ſetupon them, and lay itin the'duſt; HA A 


Whether God hath-not left the law ofnature to it's own car- 

ving, and to be ſupplied according to its own wants;there PEE, 
noparticular rule appointed, aſbgning unto every Individual . 

perſon his juſt dimenſion of meat,” drink , or apparrel ; 'but 
every-man is left to be a rule unto himſeJf,according to his want 
and-indigeney'; if hee exceeds in quantity or quality,at hisown 
peril, heeſhalfbearhiis own boxden'z ſo in the caſe in hand, if 
he ſees ic:convehictic; nay, necelfary alfo » Who" can forbid his 
defires in this kindzor ſhal fay unto nature,thus far'thoufhile go 
and no further: or whether it' be not hazardons that nattire © 
would breakiout inran'tnnataral ifſue, when the common. and 
natural way is denied her. andobſtruced, = | 


. Whether that ordinary and'commicn allegation that. fo fre- 


quently madeindefence of Ny, L98: God ſuffered Poly- 
 gawy oriely for « ſeaſon to repleniſh che worldghave any thing.m 
it: "If it were wal#m in ſe, to receive the leaſt countenance from: 
God,for theleaft ſpace or traRt of ritne;for ends how great ſoever 
k | Z's AY bj 1 I þ L908 Fu +> bf £6 &$.- 7 | * *Jfere 
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loArine offorbidding marriape,didneor'coun- 
 tenafice Polygamy, poſitively affirming, that tohave more wives 
, then one wasno whereforbidden,neither did he forbid ir,andthat 
in cafe ok the womans impotency or infirmity, he might lawtul- 
Ly take highandmaid , 

'  Whiether the Laws made in 2vcen Elizaberhs time, and fince 
couching aclyrery be juſt aud rational; becauſe they make that 
adultery which God never made, vis,;1f a married min tave 
Eirnal knowledpe of a lingle woman, and not onely fo, but pu- 
niſh ic with death 5 juſtifying their penal Ratutes from the Law 
of Moſes,but refufing and rejeing the remedies propounded by 
the Law,the Qperie ismade,Whether it were notequitable,before 
they Infli& fo EVE en w 
this caſe, to afford men the ſame means of prevention, as under 
the Legal diſpenſation was tollerated' and allowed them, 

* Whether there be any thing, material in that 1 9. of Matth, a- 
gainft Polygamy : becauſe the queſtionis demanded of our Sa- 
viour out of deſign-to en{nare him concerning'divorcea thing of 
a far different nature + whether then ic can'be ſuppoſed his an- 

ſwer concerning cne thing'ſhould be binding and efle&uall to a- 
__nother of a quite contrary Cubje& : the ſaying ir (cl t being fra- 

med and calculated by Chriſt,to reprovethar readinefs and for- 
wardnefſe inthe Jews to divorce uptn every {leight occaſion. 
And as cutting asthis his anſwer ſeems ro-be'to the Phariſees 
- Upon the c cmand of-the.Niſcipler, Our Saviour ſeems to be more 
_ © favourable. For when they told him'[' If it be fo, it is grod not to 

My, he replies, [That all men cannot receive this ſaving, but thoſe 

| 10. 


"whons it is given | ſoleafi they ſhouldflumble at marriage,he re- 

moves It, out of their way by his mild and 'gentle anſwer : and 

in thenext verſe, [ He that is able to'reverveit, let himgrecerve it | * 

_ Complying with that of Saint P aul,that- one man hath ore gift, 
| hs 


and 


evere puniſhment as is provided by our Laws in 


120 


Nd tb oo inaky cheTAget 55 Mofaical di- 
Dar rot (Shich neither we nor our Father were able.robea 
i more calieand tolerable then the Chriſtian and Evangelcalzand 
1 to thwartthart teſtimony. given-of ie by ourSaviour; That. bi fs 
\ þþ | he. LF e moi age Ufhte EET INT Ly A 
A - Vheher Ih pears) with a gracious Spirit BY CJ 
th che Lace of a. man GAO I, 


Fn ſs, in 
the preſerit Satnus and —_ of OS ors as frond that walk ed 
wit! God betore and aftertheflood, 

"Whether Polygamy by the firi&eſt rules of reaſon and equity,” 
can be judged any, way obſtruive unto humane ſociety, and. 
communications Nay, whetherit benot the faireſt accord and' A 
correlgondency; therewith tending ſo much to'thy defenc and' = 
preſervation © Tprop pricty « -Hethat takes another. mans Ox or 
Afe is doublefle a tranſgrefſor ; bur he that purs himſelfout. of 
the occafian- of that temptation, by keeping of his own, ſeems to 
be a right, honeſt, and well meaning man- + 

Whether that paſſige ;  [ They two-ſhall be one feſt] have any 
ching in ir conſiderable againſt Polygatny : 'or. whether in the 
ſepſe of that Scriprureg one-man may not be one flefh 'with'two 
. women: As in the body of Chriſt there are many. members, yet... 
bur onebody, by our <7 wh own Logick- Why ſhould i many 
wives with one husbandbedeniedto bene fleſh,any- more then 
rhe ocher ; our Saviour himſelf ey to marriage, » to mAb 
890d his arpumene inthar kind, 
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